Liturgy by the Lake

sunday. July 26. 2009
Park Dboint pavilion area

9 am Liturgy
11:00 am Lunch
12:30pm games

Bring your lawn chair and a dessert to
share

Plan to arrive early as the bridge to Park
Point likes to go up and down a lot during
the summer, and might delay your arri-
val.
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DULUTH, MN

CORRECTION
Gift given in memory of tMary Malkovich
By Mary B Petrich and Ellen Petrich (Perrault)

Donations will be printed in next Bulletin

Bible Study

Every Wednesday, in our Church Hall, we
have Bible Study sessions starting at 6 p.m.

For any questions regarding Bible Study or
our faith please contact Fr Zoran at
218.428.4010 or at frzoran@gmail.com

Join us in our weekly discussions at Wed. 6
p.m.

Kolo News

o The Kolo has cookbooks for sale in the Book-
store for $15.00 each. If you'd like to have
the cookbook sent to you, please add a
$2.50 shipping cost per book

e Friendly Reminder---Kolo dues ($12) are due
for 2009. Please see Bess Morrison.
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EXTRAORDINARY SESSION HELD IN
NEW GRACANICA

Grayslake, IL - An extraordinary session of the New Gracanica -
Midwestern American Diocese of the Serbian Orthodox Church in
North and South America was held at the New Gracanica Monastery
on Saturday, July 11, 2009. The agenda was completed successfully.

The session opened with the introductory greeting by His Grace
Bishop Longin of New Gracanica-Midwestern America which we are
publishing here in full:

Reverend fathers, dear brothers and sisters,

Holy Apostle Paul in speaking about apostolic service in his
First Epistle to the Corinthians, says, “Let a man so account
of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mys-
teries of God” (1 Cor. 4: 1). We also, in greeting you for the
first time today as representatives of our newly formed Dio-
cese, bring to mind these words of the great Apostle who
has forever paved the way for all true followers of Christ by
his own work and missionary service. We are grateful to
God first and then to our Holy Church that she has entrusted
us with this apostolic service. Today, we stand before you in
the role, not of one who gives orders, but of one who strives
to be a servant of Christ. We truly have no greater ambition
than this. On our path to eternity, the safest and the best
path is that of serving.

The reorganization of the dioceses of our Church in North
and South America by the Holy Assembly of Bishops of the
Serbian Orthodox Church has brought a slight change on
the territory of the Midwestern America. A new Diocese has
been created here: The Diocese of New Gracanica — Mid-
western America. Today, the representatives of this Diocese
are assembled for the first time in order to define the dioce-
san bodies so that we may successfully, within the bounda-
ries of our new Constitution, begin the work on the vast terri-
tory which our Diocese encompasses.

The decision of the Holy Assembly of Bishops of the Serbian
Orthodox Church, along with all of its consequences, is of
historic importance. It finally puts an end to our misfortunate
division. A sad epoch in the history of our Church in this part
of the world is over, and the dawn of a new day is an-
nounced, which we believe will be brighter and better, more
fruitful and more salvific for our people and our Church in
this part of the world. A lot has been accomplished thus far
in our Dioceses in America and Canada, and not only in the
realm of construction. But imagine now how much better and
more blessed things will be from now on, now that we are
one, as brothers of the same faith ought to be. First of all,
peace which we all need will be in our hearts — peace from
God which surpasses all reason and unites us with God.
That peace makes one able to disregard his own earthly
troubles and sufferings, it extinguishes one's exaggerated
ties to this world, it draws one to heaven, and creates love
for all in one's heart. That love covers the shortcomings of
the near ones so that one does not even notice them, but is
compelled to always show more empathy for those near
ones than for oneself. All people are called to live by that
peace, and especially we, the Orthodox Christians.

United, we can do a lot, under the condition that we not be selfish
and that we don't put ourselves in the first plan. Let us fear being
high-minded, because pride and high-mindedness are man's perdi-
tion. Bear each other's burden and thus fulfill the law of Christ —
those are the words of Saint Paul. Let us strive to set our labors
into accord with the Gospel of Christ the Savior. Whatever cannot
be placed in the context of the Gospel is not good for our souls; it
is not profitable, and what is the worst, is can seriously diminish
our chance of standing “to the right of the Lord” in that fateful day
in which we will meet the Righteous Judge “face to face”.

It is important to point out that the Holy Assembly of Bishops of the
Serbian Orthodox Church does not require anything of us except
that we be good members of our Holy Church, that we labor on the
common field of the Lord, and that we contribute to our own salva-
tion and the salvation of our surroundings in this part of the world
by our living here. The last thing on the minds of the Fathers of the
Holy Assembly is our property. Serbian Orthodox Church has
through the centuries successfully cared for both spiritual and
material goods, and nothing has changed in the nature of the
Church during that time.

Since the Eucharistic union of 1992, nothing more important has
happened than this event, which signifies the new beginning in the
full canonical and administrative union. Therefore, let us thank God
and His most faithful servants in our nation, headed by Saint Sava,
for this great blessing — that we can be united and saved together
in one indivisible, holy, Serbian Orthodox Church as true followers
of Christ. If there is still a reason to ask some of the brethren for
forgiveness — forgive me! If there is a reason for some of the breth-
ren to ask for forgiveness — do so! Let us humble ourselves before
each other and before the Lord, healing through brotherly love all
wounds of sin. Let us show by our own example of sacrificial serv-
ing that we are worthy followers of Saint Sava in all things — that
we are worthy followers the teaching which is framed in the Ortho-
dox confession of God and His Church.

Let us show brothers and sisters, by our life and work, that the
Gospel of Christ is our Constitution, our ordinances and statutes.
Thus, there won't be much need for us to rely on administrative
decisions. Respect your clergy, and you clergymen who are en-
trusted with this high service, care for the souls which have been
placed under your care, because great is the burden and great is
the responsibility before the Lord of both ones and the others.

Today, we will choose Diocesan bodies. Let this election pass in
brotherly accord and understanding, and let our approach to this
important work be inspired only by the genuine care for the Church
of God. May God grant that this most beautiful church, erected by
the Metropolitan Irinej of blessed memory and the honorable Ser-
bian people, the center of our new Diocese, continue to serve as
an important spiritual center in which all Orthodox Serbs will feel at
home.

We welcome all of you and wish a happy and blessed beginning of
work in the new Diocese, and may God's blessing be with all of
you, now and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen!

+LONGIN
Bishop of New Gracanica — Midwestern America

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR PROJECTS

Would you consider sponsoring or help-
ing with some of the following projects
needed by our parish?

If you are interested, please contact Andy
Nygren at 218-310-7532 or Fr Zoran
218.6261502 or frzoran@gmail.com.

-Working on and donating plants toward
a rock garden in front of the hall

-Painting the outside basement blocks of
the church and hall

-Donating towards the kitchen serving
window trim

-Donating towards the tuck pointing and
masonry work $3000

-Donating towards the weed control in
the parking lots $200

GOLF TOURNAMENT

The St George Men’s Club will hold its 29th
Annual Golf Tournament on Saturday August
8th, 2009 at Enger Park Golf Course.

Get your foursome together and join us for
golf and dinner. Tickets for the awards ban-
quet are $15 each. Call the Church Office at
626.1856 if you wish to golf or attend the din-
ner.

All proceeds go to our scholarship fund for
graduating seniors of St. George Parish.
Many thousands of dollars in scholarships
have been awarded over the years all due to
the support of parishioners and friends of our
church. Do join in on Saturday, August 8th,
for golfing, dinner and fellowship. Everyone
is welcomed. Dobro nam Dosli.




